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interesting to the general reader. The view is advanced that Great Britain will 
grant self-government to India, as soon as that country proves capable of exer- 
cising it successfully. In the meantime the spread of western education among 
the younger generation in India must inevitably produce irritation and dissatis- 
faction with the paramountcy of England. The various religious cults of India 
are well explained, the caste system is discussed and condemned, the Hindu re- 
ligious book, Bhagavad-gita, is described, the popular forms of Hinduism are 
made clear, and a comparison between the Buddha and the Christ is instituted. 
An optimistic view is adopted of the future prospects of Christianity in India, 
but the outstanding admission remains, that after six centuries of effort, 2,500,000 
of the 315,000,000 of India have been brought under Christian influence. 

David H. Buel. 

The History and Economics of Indian Famines. By A. Loveday. 
163 pp. Index. G. Bell & Sons, London, 1914. 2s. 6d. 7% x 6%. 

This enlargement of the original essay which won the Le Bas Prize in 1913 
finds a point of view slightly different from that in the multitudinous literature 
covering India. After outlining the history of famines in India, the agricultural 
and industrial changes during the last century are discussed. The balance be- 
tween the artificial and the natural factors influencing the conditions of the 
country is carefully considered. 

It is worthy of note (p. 99) that "it is difficult to find evidence that over- 
population in India is a reality." Furthermore, drought is declared not an 
effective check where in particular localities there may be a tendency toward 
over-population. The extension of railroad lines has proved a decidedly important 
factor in reducing the catastrophes heretofore associated with drought, for they 
make possible rapid transportation of food to the affected areas as well as efficient 
distribution of the affected people to the untouched areas. 

Industries are affected by drought as vitally as agriculture and the impor- 
tance of better government protection of these industries is emphasized. A criti- 
cal discussion of the means for the relief of the people, with subsequent results, 
shapes the general problem of the author. An appendix of explanatory notes 
accompanies the text. E. Van Cleef. 

The Big Game of Central and Western China. Being an account of 
a journey from Shanghai to London overland across the Gobi Desert. By 
Harold F. Wallace, xviii and 318 pp. Map, ills., index. Duffield & Co., 
New York, 1913. $4. 9 x 6. 

A narrative of a journey, taken primarily to obtain, for the British Museum, 
specimens of the takin, a goat-like antelope, ranging from Shanghai along the 
southern and western edges of the Gobi Desert to Omsk in Siberia. The emphasis 
is placed naturally on stalking game and excellent descriptions of the manner 
and difficulties of the hunt are given. In addition to the takin, wild sheep, the 
serow, the wapiti and gazelle are studied in detail. The drawings of the animals 
by the author add to the value of the book. While hunting, Wallace has his eyes 
and mind directed only on the chase, but during the long journies between stalks, 
he has caught many phases of the life of the people and of the land of his travels. 
So the book contains descriptions of isolated mountain villages, of desert and 
mountain scenery, of traditions and customs and of political practices. The book 
gives a good cross-section from the Pacific to Central Asia. Robert M. Brown. 

Ceylon: The Portuguese Era. Being a History of the Island for the 
Period 1505-1658. By P. E. Pieris. Vol. 1: xxvii and 590 pp. Vol. 2: 
ix and 628. Maps, ills., index. The Colombo Apothecaries Co., Colombo, 
1914. $7.50. 9x6. 

Two introductory chapters give the essential preliminaries of the history of 
Ceylon before the arrival of Europeans. From this beginning the narrative oc- 
cupies two large volumes with a very comprehensive study of the little known 
establishment of Portuguese power in Ceylon from November, 1505, when the 
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fleet of Dom Loureneo found refuge from storm at Galle, to the final date of 
June 23, 1658, when the Dutch celebrated the removal of the Portuguese. This 
was the great era, yet it was working out through petty channels of policy ; great 
colonial empires were coming into being, but the makers of empire had no thought 
beyond the charm of adventure, the establishment of trade, the spread of the 
church among the heathen. Records of these events are scanty at best; they 
seldom show the greater movements; it is necessary to subject them to close 
scrutiny in order to establish the value of their trivial reports. Such work has 
been accomplished by the author. He has examined an enormous amount of 
reports of merchant adventurers and pious friars, and from the mass he has 
extracted a very smoothly developed history of a period in the life of Ceylon 
which had been neglected. To this work he seems to have brought peculiar 
qualifications, not the least of which is his enthusiasm for the two civilizations 
with which he is ancestrally associated and his regard for the final peace of the 
British Empire which has given the opportunity for all the tangles of culture in 
Ceylon to reach full development. William Churchill. 

Het Daghet in den Oosten. Door Henri Borel. viii and 228 pp. Ills. 
L. J. Veen, Amsterdam, 1910. liy 2 x 8. 

This work is of deeper value than the mere travel record which is its first 
attraction. The author has traveled to the points which bear upon the destiny 
of China now as they have done for ages. His particular theme is the spread 
and the depth of the feeling crystallized in the phrase ' ' the East for the 
Oriental." Truly competent observers of the life of Asia are agreed that 
Asia must ever remain Oriental, its culture must continue a thing apart. 
The administration of the Asiatic by races of greater rude strength, the po- 
litical complex which may change the map of Asia, these are a thing extran- 
eous, forced upon a people whose peculiar character it is that force breaks 
upon the strength of their non-resistance. The present phase of this extran- 
eous force is the development of Japan and its unconcealed zeal for the 
hegemony of the Ear East. Borel examines this movement, he see the possi- 
bility of its temporary success on the surface, but he sees, as well, the strong 
groundwork of the ancestral morality of the Chinese peoples and he sees that 
it has endured through many superficial changes to a continuance of its ulti- 
mate triumph. William Churchill. 

Japan, Today and Tomorrow. By Hamilton W. Mabie. ix and 291 pp. 

Ills. The Macmillan Co., New York, 1914. $2. 8 x 5y 2 . 
A practical interpreter of things inward, possessed of a charm of literary 
style, like Dr. Mabie, cannot fail to interest when he endeavors to explain the 
national traits of the Japanese people and its tendencies in the present and the 
future. The national genius of Japan is portrayed as consisting in a passion- 
ate devotion, unto death, to the Mikado, as embodying the national spirit. The 
peculiarities of Japanese character are held to be merely superficial, and not 
so basic as to make complete assimilation with the nations of the West im- 
possible. The intense and brainy devotion of the Japanese to hard work Is 
thought to be a marked asset in the struggle for world supremacy among the 
nations. Anthropologists will, no doubt, agree that the tendency of modern 
inventions, which spread broadcast the knowledge of the habits and happen- 
ings of the various nations of the world, is to obliterate national peculiarities 
and to produce an international similarity of ideas and views. Count Okuma, 
the Prime Minister, makes a plea for Japan, able, smooth and plausible, but 
which has withal an air of special pleading. David H. Buel. 

Japan to America. A symposium of papers by political leaders and rep- 
resentative citizens of Japan on conditions in Japan and on the relations 
between Japan and the United States. Edited by Naoichi Masaoka. xii 
and 235 pp. G. P. Putnam's Sons, New York, 1914. $1.25. iy 2 x5%. 
A collection of thirty-five detached papers, more or less brief, by representa- 
tive Japanese, endeavoring to interpret Japan to the people of the United 



